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A MESSAGE
FROM KARLA

It has been a challenging fourth year for Friends of Brilliant Star. The
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and border restrictions has left
members unable to travel and deliver much needed training and
resources to our local partner schools. Major delays in mail have also
meant donations have arrived much later than originally anticipated.
With this struggle however comes the opportunity to think creatively
as to how we can continue to assist in the development of

Education in communities in the Solomon Islands remotely.

While the Solomon Islands Government acknowledges the
importance of Early Childhood Education programs, they have
allocated little funds to support this crucial area. To address this
gap in the time of COVID-19, Friends of Brilliant Star have moved to
conduct teacher training sessions online to ensure no child is left
behind, and that teachers are supported in developing their learning
programs. With my background in Early Childhood Education, | have
been able to provide on-going support for local teachers to
implement quality lessons for their students in Honiara and

Tawaimare.

Taking onboard these learnings and new opportunities, we hope

things will continue to improve in the next 12 months.

Warm Regards,

KARLA VALLELY
FOUNDER AND CHAIRPERSON




BRILLIANT
STAR
TAWAIMAR

Exciting new developments have been made in the establishment of

LI

Brilliant Star Tawaimare. Tribal landowners have granted permission
for our local partners to establish a dedicated educational institution
on this land for permanent use. After conducting initial assessments,
we identified there is an immediate need to build a kindergarten on
the land and a local school board was elected who we continue to
work in consultation with. Challenges in communication were
identified with the local board, exacerbated by the COVID-19
pandemic which we hope to overcome in the future once borders re-

open.

Friends of Brilliant Star will continue to support the local school board
to take ownership of this project, throughout all stages of the
project’s lifecycle. This school board will be making the decisions in
the planning and development of the school buildings and will
continue to consult with Friends of Brilliant Star and communicate our
role as we progress through the next stages of the project in the
coming year. And what better way to spend the new year but with
brand new school shirts that have recently arrived and will be ready

for distribution in the new school year.




BRILLIANT STAR

HENDERSON

On-going land disputes
continue to be a major
challenge for Brilliant Star
School in Henderson. While the
school is currently operating
with the available supplies
provided by Friends of Brilliant
Star, we sadly are unable to find
a solution to moving the school
to a permanent location. We will
continue to monitor the situation
and hope to come to a solution

in the future.




THE YEAR
AHEAD -
HENDERSON

For 10 years Michael and all the staff at Brilliant Star
School have worked hard to develop the school and
provide quality education to their students. We hope
this work can continue as we keenly await the news for

permanent land for Brilliant Star School Henderson.

Our goal over the next year is to assist the school
board’s efforts in making progress in the acquisition of

land for permanent use.




THE YEAR
AHEAD -
TAWAIMAR.

In Tawaimare, we look forward to assisting the
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establishment of the new kindergarten. Our goals over

the next year are to:

‘Help raise the educational standards of children at
Brilliant Star Tawaimare by assisting and training
teachers to deliver a balanced Early Childhood

Education program.

‘Assist the new board in the processes that need to
take place to follow the legalities of registration and

constitution of their kindergarten.

‘Encourage community consultation on formatting a
plan and for the development of a kindergarten and

preschool building.

‘Work with teachers to create a routine and program

for the kindergarten and preschool.




FUTURE PROJE :
PAUNANUU

This year Friends of Brilliant Star was approached to assist the community of Paunanu’u to develop a

new school in the area. As local children are required to travel for 2 hours by boat each day to
attend their nearest school, many younger children simply are unable to receive the education they
desperately need. The community has a strong desire to build a school for all the children and are

working hard to make this vision a reality.

The local community have already made efforts to establish a school in their area, allocating 2
hectares of land for school use and have already built a Kindergarten and Preschool, however
resources are lacking. Currently the community is applying to register the school and have asked
Friends of Brilliant Star to assist in building more classrooms. On-going consultations are required
within the community and with our board to find a way to fulfil the community’s educational goals.
We know that the local community of Paunanu’u is comprised of many skilled people that can assist

in building the school and are committed to their community’s education.

Our goals for the year ahead are to:

‘Work in collaboration with the Paunanu’'u Community to deliver education resources and training
where required.

‘Encourage community consultation on formatting a plan and for the development of future

classroom buildings
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COUNTING [5
FUN!

There have been some technical

delays on the release of Karla's new
counting book, ‘Counting’s Fun, CQUnﬁng‘S cun s
Where the Sea Meets the Sun’. We Where the Ses

expect the distribution of the book to meets the Sun

Poems by Daniel Vallely
Ilustrations by Karla Vallely

the Solomon Islands within the next
month. We are excited to share this
book with our schools and see the

impact it has on the numeracy skills

of these young children.

A vibrant collection of coloured
pages that entice even the smallest
child to count.

Set in Solomon Islands in the Pacific
this unique counting book is suitable for
children of the Pacific and gives other
children a glimpse of the natural world Frie ndS Of Bri I I iant Star S'I'Gy
that is the life of children in the islands.
committed to finding ways to

The book is written in poem form which

Iedhes new language in Tl improve and assist communities of
There are many things to count not
it (e abvions ones whithile the Solomon Islands in the education

entice the child to read the book

P of their beautiful children. We look
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97 51028-0-2
|||| |’| | li

0
||| ml ahead and thank you for your on-
7806457102802"

" ISBN

0
= .

9

going support.

WEBSITE FACEBOOK

http://www.friendsoftbrilliantstar.org/ https://www.facebook.com/pg/brilliantstarschool




