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The ongoing restrictions from the Covid-19 pandemic in the
Solomon Islands have caused many challenges over the past
year for Friends of Brilliant Star. Schools were closed for most
of the year making it impossible to consult with teachers or find
out the needs of the students and staff. Fortunately, things are
starting to settle again, and we are really looking forward to
moving ahead in the next year.

To all our friends who have donated their time, money and
resources to support Friends of Brilliant Star this year, we say
thank you. Without your donations, we could not be able to
support children and their communities in building their
capacity through education.
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As an early childhood educator, | hear the
call of teachers in Solomons for support.
In the Solomon Islands, teachers often
work in unsafe buildings, with minimal
resources and training,

receiving poor wages in return. Friends of
Brilliant Star are continuing to work with
local communities to see how we can best
assist them to raise the level of early
education, while also providing assistance
and training to teachers.

Sadly, we have had word from Brilliant
Star Henderson that this school has been
forced to close due to ongoing land
disputes that have led to encroachment
on the property and left the school unable
to function. Michael Oritaimae is very
concerned about his students as many
now have no school to attend. Friends of
Brilliant Star continues to support Michael
as he works to search for a solution to the
land issue so the school can re-open.
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TAWAIMARE AND
PAUNANU'U

Tawaimare Kindergarten had to demolish their building as it
was full of white ants and became unsafe for the children. A
community decision was made to build on other land next year
so Friends of Brilliant Star will see how we can assist them in
that process.

Paunanu'u Kindergarten and future school have recommenced
after the lockdown and Friends of Brilliant Star has supported
them with the purchase of their classroom basics, including
pencils, paper and charts. This community has donated land
purely for the education of children and they are now waiting to
consult on their constitution and registration of their school.
After that, we can then see what the most urgent needs of this
school are and offer our support.
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During the shutdown of Solomon schools, we were approached
by Mani Waigu, a man from a very remote school in Aragip
village, Milne Bay, Papua New Guinea. While the village has a
school building for the students, the state of the building is
unknown, with children attending without basic writing
materials including pencils and paper. To get to the major town,
local villagers need to walk for 3 days, travel by truck for 3
hours and then take another 3-hour trip by boat. Because of the
remoteness of the school, Mani Waigu shared that the school
gets no curriculum support by the government.

Additionally, according to Mani Waigu, none of the adults in
Aragip are literate, withmost children leaving school illiterate.
Due to this most urgent situation, 2 boxes of basic materials,
basic maths and number games, rhymes and activities were
sent. With consultation we decided to start providing
support with Early Childhood Education.
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BRILLIANT STAR

Another request has come through
from Brilliant Star Kindergarten in
Gizo, Western Provence of Solomon
Islands. The school has requested
basic materials and resources for
students to be sent, which Friends of
Brilliant Star is more than happy to
fulfil. One box of resources will be
sent, and some consultation is being
had about land. The Kindergarten is
held on Bahai property but
community will consult on developing
a more permanent location.
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| am excited to share that we were able
to send our counting book 'Counting is
Fun, Where the Sea Meets the Sun' written
by Dan Valley and illustrated by myself,
to Solomons to be distributed to as
many kindergartens as possible. These
have been received very well with their
bright colours depicting island life.

By sending one book to a teacher in
different kindergartens we were able to
send a resource that will assist

many children.

Dan and | will continue to develop books
and resources that are more specific to
Solomon Children.
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We do not know when we can
return to visit the schools in the
Solomon Islands, however we
are keenly awaiting the news for
permanent land for Brilliant Star
School Henderson. They have
worked so hard for the last 10
years in the development of this
school and the education of
their students, but at this stage
cannot see how they can
overcome this problem as land
is very costly.

We look forward to assisting the
new little kindergarten in
Tawaimare next year as they
develop their new kindergarten,
and we look forward to working
with Paunanu’u school in
Malaita and their new
development of a primary
school.

Thank you again for your
ongoing support of Friends of
Brilliant Stars.
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