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From the Chairman 

Dear Friends of Brilliant Star, 

As we come to the end of 2025, firstly I would like to thank all our 
supporters who have made it possible for us to do the work we 
do. I am happy to look back over the past year and share the 
success and challenges we have overcome.  

We are delighted to share that our Brilliant Start School Malaita, 
AKA Brilliant Start PRUTAN, are now working independently. It is 
always a great joy for us to see the fruits of our efforts resulting 
in trained teachers who feel confident in themselves and 
supported by their school board to work independently from us. 
Although they will undoubtedly face numerous challenges along 
the way, we are hopeful that they will navigate these successfully 
as they gain more experience. We are confident that they have the capacity, passion and resources 
needed to continue delivering quality early childhood education to the children of Malaita.  

We are currently working with Aragip, a village PNG. Early in the year, Samira Gabriel and I travelled to 
Alotau and were so delighted to share the first teacher training with our teachers. So much learning 
took place from both sides— there was lots of laughter, fun and a deeper understanding of the work 
we are doing, as well as the challenges and hard work that the teachers face daily. Phonics has been a 
focus for the prep teachers this year.  

A new Muyu Board was elected in Aragip and they have done a wonderful job of understanding their 
role and beginning to develop ways to raise funds and support for the teachers and the community. 

Alotau experienced months of torrential rain and flooding, and all resources we sent were unable to 
be delivered due to delays in Port Moresby. With assistance from Mani, our coordinator, we were 
finally able to move some of the building materials closer to the village by plane. We are still moving 
materials as they are very heavy. These materials will help build the new classroom, and we will 
continue to work on this project. The Prep class now have desks, and the kindergarten and preschool 
rooms are equipped with lap tabled with lino tops. 

Sadly, we accepted Rhiannon Jones resigning from the board, as she is very busy with work and her 
twins. We also congratulate Samira on the birth of her little girl this year. 

Warm Regards  

Karla Vallely 

Founder and Chairperson 

 

 

 



 

 

Friends of Brilliant Star Muyu 
Connecting, training and learning  
This year the teachers have had two sets of training. The first, delivered by Mani, was a one-day 

Virtues Workshop Program. Its focus was to bring awareness of the qualities latent within the children 

and to call on those qualities when a child demonstrates praiseworthy and challenging behavior.    

 

Few months later the teachers another training.  
Two members from Friends of the Brillant Star Board travelled 

to Aragip, PNG, to deliver part one of the teachers training 

modules. They were warmly welcomed by the teachers, and 

others involved in the school, with melodious songs sung in 

their native tongue and warmth that radiated from their hearts.  

 

The teachers and their travel 

companions had walked 4 days 

down the mountain to attend the 

training. A difficult journey: one of the teachers made this journey with 

her little toddler. The training took place over 3 and a half days covering 

the vision of Friends of the Brillant Star, art, music, games, learning 

through free play, math and phonics. The training was intense and highly 

fruitful. It laid the foundation for the teachers to understand and 

implement the curriculum and to feel empowered and confident to 

contribute to it.  

This method of 

teaching was foreign to them as they were 

used to the traditional methods of dictation 

requiring children to sit quietly and repeat 

after the teacher when asked. 

 

The teachers discovered the benefits of 

learning through play and have since been 

able to successfully implement them in their 

classrooms.  

All the teachers were introduced to the basics 

of naming and sounding the alphabet, but the 

prep teachers were trained to teach the next level.   
 

 



 

 

MUYU Board had changes in membership.  

Photo includes the new members on the Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50th Independence Day  

 
Children from Muyu Brilliant Star school celebrated the 50th Independence Day held in Aragip, PNG. 

They dressed in their PNG shirts and held their school banner with pride and great joy.  

 



 

 

Tools and buildings 

The charity was able to secure funds to help purchase a chainsaw, fuels and materials needed to build 

another classroom and tables and chairs for the prep classroom. Due to harsh weather and delays in 

getting the materials to the village, the carpenter could not start on the new classroom. Nonetheless 

with what they were able to get to the village, the carpenter and the youth have completed the tables 

and chairs.  

 


